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On Sept. 5, President Fernando Collor de Mello called on political party leaders to join forces and
support his anti- inflation deficit-reduction programs. The plea was directed mainly at Orestes
Quercia, a former governor of Sao Paulo state and chief of the largest opposition party the Brazilian
Democratic Movement Party (PMDB). The PMDB leadership sent a formal request to Collor de
Mello to initiate talks on breaking a deadlock in Congress. Quercia was scheduled to meet the
following week with leaders of other opposition parties before deciding whether he would agree
to some form of national conciliation. The government also plans to propose 44 "temporary or
permanent" amendments to the 1988 constitution, described as necessary to reduce the federal
deficit. Among other things, the amendments would restructure state debts with the federal
government, permit the government to reduce the number of public employees and their salaries,
and eliminate state- controlled monopolies in oil, communications and other industries. According
to Collor de Mello, the amendments and support for a fiscal reform program would give him at
least $61 billion to settle the deficit and finance public works. Local observers were not surprised
by Collor de Mello's move to placate the opposition after more than a year of ruling by decree. A
referendum, scheduled for 1993, will determine whether the country should adopt a parliamentary
system. Other observers say the president might be considering forming a coalition government.
On Sept. 15, President Collor de Mello reiterated his request to opposition party leaders. Following
a meeting with the president, Sen. Hugo Napoleao of the Liberal Front Party (PFL) said the
two discussed a variety of "serious administrative problems," and Collor de Mello insisted that
unless the constitutional amendments are approved, Brazil faces economic and financial chaos.
Next, Napoleao pointed out that the president said only 2% of next year's budget is available for
investment, described as wholly inadequate. According to results of a nation-wide opinion poll
by Datafolha released Sept. 15, 41% of respondents described Collor de Mello's administration
as "terrible," and 39%, used the term "bad." Next, 56% of respondents said the president had not
fulfilled campaign pledges. (Basic data from AFP, 09/05/91; EFE, 09/15/91)
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